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Schools and inspection digest (10/06/10)


The digest lists the key articles that provide inspectors and those with a vested interest, with information and further guidance about processes and methodology so that fieldwork and reporting skills and techniques may be informed by the sort of issues that interest inspectors.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Newsletters/Back-issues/Schools-and-inspection-aka-Inspection-Matters/Schools-and-inspection-digest" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Newsletters/Back-issues/Schools-and-inspection-aka-Inspection-Matters/Schools-and-inspection-digest�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/9257/102061/file/Schools%20and%20inspection-Inspection%20Matters%20digest.pdf" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/9257/102061/file/Schools%20and%20inspection-Inspection%20Matters%20digest.pdf�





Guide to registration on the Childcare Register (10/06/10)


This document, part of the new childcare documents published in September 2008, was updated in June 2010.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Forms-and-guidance/Browse-all-by/Other/General/Guide-to-registration-on-the-Childcare-Register" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Forms-and-guidance/Browse-all-by/Other/General/Guide-to-registration-on-the-Childcare-Register�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/6829/70320/file/Guide%20to%20registration%20on%20the%20childcare%20register.pdf" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/6829/70320/file/Guide%20to%20registration%20on%20the%20childcare%20register.pdf�





People in commercial waste containers – guidance for prevention of serious injury (10/06/10) 


This guidance is for those with larger sized waste containers, manage waste storage or collect waste.  It is about preventing serious injury to people, including children, who may enter, play in or take shelter in commercial waste bins or communal domestic bins.


� HYPERLINK "http://news.hse.gov.uk/lau/2010/06/10/people-in-commercial-waste-containers-guidance-for-prevention-of-serious-injury/?rss" ��http://news.hse.gov.uk/lau/2010/06/10/people-in-commercial-waste-containers-guidance-for-prevention-of-serious-injury/?rss�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/waste25.pdf" \o " opens in new window " �http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/waste25.pdf�











ContactPoint - Next Steps and Interim Operations (16/06/10)


In this letter to DCSs, Tom Jeffery CB Director-General, Children and Families says that the Government has made clear its intention to end ContactPoint as soon as is practicable. In the meantime, while ContactPoint remains in use, its operations will be scaled down. This letter provides guidance for LAs and other partners about interim operations. It also outlines the new direction that Ministers have asked us to consider, and the likely timing of further developments. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/news/news/~/media/Files/lacuna/news/ContactPointv2.ashx" ��http://www.education.gov.uk/news/news/~/media/Files/lacuna/news/ContactPointv2.ashx�


  


HSE Myth of the month (June 2010)


Health and safety risks stop children playing 'pin the tail on the donkey'





We recently read that the traditional party game 'pin the tail on the donkey' is allegedly under threat because parents consider it a health and safety risk. 





Not trusting children with drawing pins seems a little overprotective to us. After all, millions of children have been playing traditional party games like this for years without any problems. Was this just a marketing ploy to drum up sales of party games?


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/jun10.htm" ��http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/jun10.htm�








Editorial from Michael Gove on bullying and bad classroom discipline in News of the World (14/06/10)


For too long, too many children in our country have suffered the misery of being bullied on a daily basis. The numbers of children being bullied is declining – but last year as many as a quarter of children were still victims at least once. And it's simply unacceptable for even one child to be victimised, whether it's in or out of school, or via text messages or social networking sites.





That's why I have made tackling bullying and bad classroom discipline top priorities.


We can't allow any young person to go to school dreading the treatment they will get.


When a bullied child is brave enough to speak out, we must support them - not the bully. 





We can be proud of the vast majority of young people. But when bullies are identified, we can't just suspend them for a couple of days - and then allow them to saunter back into school, to torment their victims all over again. Yet in 2008 just 90 children were expelled for bullying.





Our Education and Children's Bill will put heads and teachers back in control, giving them a range of tough new powers to deal with bullies and the most disruptive pupils. Heads will be able to take a zero-tolerance approach and will have the final say. 





I'll also give teachers the right to remove disruptive children from the classroom without fear of legal action. They will be able to search pupils for weapons, and items like iPods and mobile phones, and confiscate them. We trust that headteachers will use these powers. But there will be no-notice


inspections for schools where behaviour is out of control.








SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN


INFORMATION & NEWS UPDATE


18th June 2010








NCRC: Implications on Child Health Services and Paediatric Training Event 


2nd December 2010	    London       	£50


The College is hosting an interactive and stimulating training event exploring how the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is relevant to Paediatrics, the College and its Committees. The training event provides an introduction to the issues of children's rights including the impact of discrimination on children's health and healthcare, the structure and content of the UNCRC, and how it can be used to combat rights violations and advocate in the best interests of children.


 


Learning Objectives


To raise awareness of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in relation to the health and well being of children and young people.


To develop insight and understanding on how to apply the principles of the UNCRC to the practice of Paediatrics, child health policy and advocacy.


To explore the relationship and dynamics of child rights, ethics and equity in the context of Child Health Services and Paediatrics.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/Policy/Advocacy/UNCRC-training-event-2010" ��http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/Policy/Advocacy/UNCRC-training-event-2010�








Consultations














This will make the law in these important areas more accessible and easier to understand.





Part 2 (Regulation of Childminding and Day Care) of the Measure does not radically change current childcare registration and inspection arrangements. It provides, however, the opportunity to consolidate and improve existing childminding and day care regulations.


Closing Date: 6th September 2010 


� HYPERLINK "http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/education/childdaycare/?lang=en&status=open" ��http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/education/childdaycare/?lang=en&status=open�





Safeguarding children and young people from sexual exploitation (08/06/10)


This draft guidance is supplementary guidance to Working Together and should be read in conjunction with that.





The aim of this statutory guidance is to support the implementation of the All Wales Protocol: Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at risk of abuse through sexual exploitation (October 2008), issued in Part 5 of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures. Following consultation, it will replace Safeguarding Children Involved in Prostitution (DH, DfEE, National Assembly for Wales, 2000).





All Wales Protocol: Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at Risk of Abuse through Sexual Exploitation, issued in Part 5 of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (All Wales Protocol)


Closing Date: 31st August 2010 � HYPERLINK "http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/exploitation/?lang=en" ��http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/exploitation/?lang=en�








On the positive side, there were clear messages about what was wanted from social workers and the value of workers who understood, cared, were knowledgeable and worked openly. Again there were echoes of similar feelings: both families and young people and social workers valued relationship based practice


� HYPERLINK "http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_405" ��http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_405�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/force_download.php?fp=%2Fclient_assets%2Fcp%2Fpublication%2F405%2FFamily_perspectives_on_safeguarding.pdf" ��http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/force_download.php?fp=%2Fclient_assets%2Fcp%2Fpublication%2F405%2FFamily_perspectives_on_safeguarding.pdf�





Landmark legislation for children and young people’s rights in Wales (14/06/10)


UNICEF UK is supporting Wales’ efforts to become the first part of the UK to embed the rights of children and young people into flagship legislation.





The purpose of the Proposed Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure is to place a duty on Assembly Government Ministers to have due regard in taking strategic decisions to the rights and obligations in respect of children that are enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  This will strengthen our existing  rights-based approach for children and young people in policy making in Wales, and also strengthen children and young people’s position in Welsh society.


� HYPERLINK "http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/childrenandyoungpeople/2010/100614legislation/?lang=en&status=closed%252525252525252525252525253Bjsessionid" ��http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/childrenandyoungpeople/2010/100614legislation/?lang=en&status=closed%252525252525252525252525253Bjsessionid�








Consultations (continued)














This weekly newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to 


safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to 


the circulation list can forward their details to – � HYPERLINK "mailto:keithdriver@btinternet.com" �keithdriver@btinternet.com� 


 





Big Issues for Children's Services - CSN seminars on Asylum Support, Sure Start, and Academies/Free Schools


Children’s services face an unprecedented period of change. In the most radical education reform in a generation, fast track academies and free schools will be rolled out. Sure Start will be reformed to focus on the neediest families. Support for asylum seeking children will be subject to a wide-ranging review.  





Local government will be required to meet these challenges head on. The Children’s Services Network is holding an event on each issue to help ensure that local government has the best possible preparation for the challenging period to come.  





The coalition government and immigration: what next for asylum seeking children, local government and its partners?


14th July 2010 	London 	£99


� HYPERLINK "https://member.lgiu.org.uk/events/Pages/140710.aspx" ��https://member.lgiu.org.uk/events/Pages/140710.aspx�





Sure Start: where next for early intervention? 


19th July 2010 	London 	£99


� HYPERLINK "https://member.lgiu.org.uk/events/Pages/190710.aspx" ��https://member.lgiu.org.uk/events/Pages/190710.aspx�





Academies and free schools: implications for local authorities


21st July 2010 	London 	£99


� HYPERLINK "https://member.lgiu.org.uk/events/Pages/210710.aspx" ��https://member.lgiu.org.uk/events/Pages/210710.aspx�








major gaps in the evidence gathered, including papers in the published literature that we have not been able to identify


queries around the interpretation of the evidence, both of single studies and the reviewed material as a whole


the applicability of the evidence and its usefulness for the development of guidance


issues relating to equality





Closing Date: 15th July 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=49244" ��http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=49244�








Review into ending the detention of children for immigration purposes (11/06/10)


The government is carrying out a review into ending detention of children in the UK for immigration purposes and is seeking views on the issues listed in the terms of reference. 





It is also working with a number of partner organisations, which will be submitting their views and sharing any relevant evidence or research on alternatives to detention in the UK and other parts of the world.





Closing Date: 1st July 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/26-end-child-detention/" ��http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/26-end-child-detention/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/26-end-child-detention/terms-of-reference.pdf?view=Binary" ��http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/26-end-child-detention/terms-of-reference.pdf?view=Binary�








The Govt view is that we need fundamental reform to frontline social work practice and to make sure that we liberate the skills and talent of professionals. The Govt wants a strong profession so that social workers are in a better position to make well-informed judgments, based on relevant evidence, in the best interests of children, free from unnecessary bureaucracy and regulation.





3 principles will underpin the approach to reform child protection and aim to improve social work practice:


early intervention 


trusting professionals and removing bureaucracy so they can spend more of their time on the frontline 


greater transparency and accountability.





2 areas of Government policy are assumed


The Govt has already committed to scrap ContactPoint as soon as practical and the scope for a signposting system focusing on genuinely vulnerable children will be considered in parallel to this review. 


Publishing redacted and anonymised SCRs except where there are compelling reasons relating to the welfare of children not to do so. Professor Munro has also been asked to look at alternative ways of learning from experience that could be more effective. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-new/reviewofchildprotection" ��http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-new/reviewofchildprotection�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/news/news/~/media/Files/lacuna/news/munro-review/toalldirectorsofchildrensservices.ashx" ��http://www.education.gov.uk/news/news/~/media/Files/lacuna/news/munro-review/toalldirectorsofchildrensservices.ashx�


CWDC Response


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/3800_cwdc-response-to-independent-review-into-social-work" ��http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/3800_cwdc-response-to-independent-review-into-social-work�








Review of child protection: Better frontline services to protect children (10/06/10)


The Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, and Children and Families Minister Tim Loughton have asked Professor Eileen Munro to conduct an independent review to improve child protection at the front line and report final recommendations in April 2011. 





Ministers paid tribute to the dedication and hard work of frontline professionals but expressed concerns that the system of child protection in England is not working as well as it should.





Tim Loughton has also written to all chairs of LSCBs and DCSs to confirm that the overview report and the executive summary of all new serious case reviews initiated from today should be published - anonymised and without identifying details - unless there are compelling reasons relating to the welfare of any children directly concerned in the case for this not to happen. There is an important balance to be struck between transparency and openness and the protection and welfare of individuals.





The Govt also confirmed its intention that the first overview reports published will be those on the Peter Connelly case, and that overview reports on recent high-profile cases in Edlington, Kirklees and Birmingham will also be published.





The Munro Review will be wide-ranging but will focus on how to remove barriers and bureaucracy from social work practice.








and allows topics to be expanded and revisited in subsequent years, in secondary school and college.


Ensure all teachers, lecturers and tutors who are willing to teach about sex and relationships and alcohol have received accredited training. They should have the skills and competence to fulfil the role and the support they need to improve their knowledge and teaching skills.


Offer parents the opportunity to attend a course in parenting strategies and effective communication skills in relation to sex and relationships and alcohol. This should include advice on how to help their children develop communication, decision-making and negotiation skills. Provide them with ongoing support throughout the programme, and tell them where they can get support after the programme has ended.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/pressreleases/2010071sexeducationpressrelease.jsp" ��http://www.nice.org.uk/newsroom/pressreleases/2010071sexeducationpressrelease.jsp�


See consultations 





LAs and Home Education (17/06/10)


This report evaluates how well a sample of LAs discharged their duties towards C&YP educated at home. It considers views of parents and children, reasons for choosing home education, and implications for the welfare and education of C&YP. The report shows that LAs need more information and understanding about home education to provide effective support for these children. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/More-information-and-understanding-about-home-education-needed" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/More-information-and-understanding-about-home-education-needed�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Local-authorities-and-home-education" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Local-authorities-and-home-education�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11232/132819/file/Local%20authorities%20and%20home%20education.pdf" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11232/132819/file/Local%20authorities%20and%20home%20education.pdf�








Working with the Whole Family: Developing the vision for young carers and their families - Next Steps for Adults Services, Children’s Services and their Partners (previously Think Family for young carers) 


Bristol		19th July 2010 �Birmingham	17th September 2010 �London	September 2010 





The Include Partnership (The Children's Society and The Princess Royal Trust for Carers) in partnership with The DE, DH, ADASS, ADCS, The National Treatment Agency and SCIE are running a series of conferences to ensure service managers, policy leads and senior practitioners involved in providing parental substance misuse and mental health services, are equipped with the latest guidance and are able to identify and respond to wider family issues where children and young people are in a caring role.





These free events will offer delegates the opportunity to hear the latest government policy from key senior officials and see a range of good practice. Workshops will showcase areas such as, developing joint working protocols, safeguarding, whole family assessments and establishing thresholds. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngcarer.com//showPage.php?file=1111536731.htm" ��http://www.youngcarer.com//showPage.php?file=1111536731.htm�








Revised enforcement document (June 2010)


This consultation looks at changes we have had to make to the enforcement policy to reflect our new enforcement powers. The CQC has revised its current enforcement policy because some of its enforcement powers are different to those anticipated the first policy was published in March 2009.





There are changes to Warning Notice arrangements, and ‘Compliance Actions’ and ‘Improvement Actions’ have been added to the possible regulatory responses.





The CQC basic approach and the principles it will follow when responding to failure to comply with the essential standards remains unchanged from the existing policy.





Closing Date: 31st August 2010 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cqc.org.uk/getinvolved/consultations/enforcementpolicy.cfm" ��http://www.cqc.org.uk/getinvolved/consultations/enforcementpolicy.cfm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_revised_enforcement_policy_for_consultation.pdf" ��http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_revised_enforcement_policy_for_consultation.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_intro_&_questions_for_enforcement_consultation_201006085820.pdf" ��http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_intro_&_questions_for_enforcement_consultation_201006085820.pdf�





Child Minding and Day Care Regulations (14/06/10)


This consultation seeks views on proposed amendments to the existing regulations governing child care for children under 8.





The Children & Families (Wales) Measure received Privy Council approval on 10 February 2010. It provides an opportunity to use powers devolved under the Government of Wales Act 2006 to update existing child minding and day care legislation.





Conferences (continued)








The VBS is designed to prevent those posing a known risk to children or vulnerable adults from gaining access to them through work.





Existing arrangements under the Scheme which will continue include the following:


the ISA has made barring decisions since Jan 09 and it will continue to maintain a list for those barred from working with children and one for those barred from working with vulnerable adults;


existing requirements concerning CRB and Access NI checks will remain in place, and those entitled to such checks can continue to apply for them; and


employers are still legally obliged to refer information to the ISA if they have moved or removed an individual because they have harmed or there is a risk of harm to a member of a vulnerable group.





The scope of the remodelling process – to be co-ordinated by the HO in partnership with DH and DE – is currently being finalised and will be announced shortly.� �More than 66,000 employers, charities and voluntary groups are now being informed directly of the change. Up-to-date information is also available to businesses, other organisations and individuals on 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/campaigns/Vetting/index.htm" ��http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/campaigns/Vetting/index.htm� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1084537481&furlname=vbs&furlparam=vbs&ref=&domain=www.businesslink.gov.uk" ��http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1084537481&furlname=vbs&furlparam=vbs&ref=&domain=www.businesslink.gov.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=413869&SubjectId=2" ��http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=413869&SubjectId=2�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.crb.homeoffice.gov.uk/media/news/vetting_and_barring_scheme_reg.aspx" ��http://www.crb.homeoffice.gov.uk/media/news/vetting_and_barring_scheme_reg.aspx�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.isa-gov.org.uk/" ��http://www.isa-gov.org.uk/�














Sex, relationships and alcohol education can be improved, says NICE (17/06/10)


Evidence demonstrates that high quality education about sex, relationships and alcohol, delivered as part of a planned and timetabled programme by trained and confident teachers, helps C&YP better understand their own physical and emotional development. Research also suggests that effective sex, relationships and alcohol education can help a child make responsible, healthy and safe choices, and improve their performance at school.





Key recommendations in draft guidance, issued by NICE for consultation , include: 


Ensure all C&YP are taught effectively about sex and relationships and alcohol. This should take place within a planned programme of PSHE education in schools special schools, PRUs and colleges. It should start in primary school and continue through all the key stages of their educational career, until early adulthood.


Reassure parents that SRE does not promote early sex, increase rates of sexual activity or increase the likelihood of sexual experimentation. Rather, it helps C&YP to resist pressure to get involved in activities that might damage their health. It also gives them the skills and confidence to delay sex until they are ready to enjoy a responsible and mutually loving relationship.


Ensure education about sex and relationships and alcohol starts in primary school. Topics should be introduced and covered in a way that is appropriate to the maturity of pupils and is based on an understanding of their needs and is sensitive to diverse cultural, faith and family perspectives. The lead teacher or lecturer should coordinate the design of     a scheme of work that is developmental 





Why neglect matters - Improving practice for children and young people in public care


24th September 2010	London 


£135 - £205 + VAT





The focus of this conference is to increase confidence in the identification of neglect and the safeguarding of children and young people who have been neglected against a backdrop of a better understanding of the impact of neglect on children’s lives. The conference will address recent and current initiatives to improve practice in working with neglect cases.





Aims


to present an overview of the nature of neglect, the impact on the lives of children and young people and the challenges of working with neglectful parents 


to consider the key messages from serious case reviews for practice in the area of child neglect 


to address the challenges of presenting evidence for neglect in the court arena and ways in which to present a strong, well-argued case 


to consider initiatives for assessment and improving practice in working with children and young people who have been neglected 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.baaf.org.uk/res/training/details/100924_conf.shtml" ��http://www.baaf.org.uk/res/training/details/100924_conf.shtml�








NSDU disbanded (10/06/10)


The National Safeguarding Delivery Unit has been disbanded and resources allocated to new priorities, including supporting the Munro Review. The DE Safeguarding Group will retain lead responsibility for child protection policy, working closely with the DH, HO, and MoJ and other departments. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-new/reviewofchildprotection" ��http://www.education.gov.uk/news/press-notices-new/reviewofchildprotection�





Government child safety adviser Sir Roger Singleton resigns (15/06/10)


Sir Roger Singleton has resigned from his position as chief adviser on child safety, after Professor Eileen Munro revealed plans for her review of children's social work.





Singleton was appointed in March 09 and produced his first report in March this year, which called for the ban on physical punishment to be extended to all people working with children and young people. But following the disbanding of the NSDU Singleton, who was to oversee its work, has decided to step down. There are no plans to appoint a new chief adviser.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1010004/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin" ��http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1010004/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin�





VBS registration halted (15/06/10)


The Government has halted registration with the VBS in order to remodel the scheme back to ‘proportionate, common sense levels’.





Voluntary registration for new employees and job-movers working or volunteering with children and vulnerable adults was due to start on 26 July, but this has been stopped.





The Government recognises that many see the current scheme as disproportionate and overly burdensome, and that it unduly infringes on civil liberties. 





�








Transforming religious education (06/06/10)�This report evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of RE in primary and secondary schools and discusses the key issues at the heart of RE teaching today. 





The survey finds that in many of the schools visited RE was no better than satisfactory, and in some cases inadequate, because teachers are unsure about what they are trying to achieve in the subject. 





The survey showed that because the curriculum for RE is determined locally, there is wide variability in the quantity and quality of support provided to schools by LAs and relevant advisory councils. 





There were a number of specific concerns about the teaching of religious belief, and many schools visited did not pay sufficient attention to teaching the core beliefs of Christianity. 





Despite these weaknesses, this report says that a major success in the teaching of RE in both primary and secondary schools is the way it supports the appreciation and understanding of different values by pupils. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Weaknesses-remain-in-the-teaching-of-RE-in-schools" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Weaknesses-remain-in-the-teaching-of-RE-in-schools�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Transforming-religious-education" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Transforming-religious-education�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11165/132179/file/Transforming%20religious%20education.doc" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11165/132179/file/Transforming%20religious%20education.doc�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11166/132184/file/Transforming%20religious%20education.pdf" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11166/132184/file/Transforming%20religious%20education.pdf�








These are the measures that will put heads and teachers back in control so they can enforce discipline in their schools and tackle bullying. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/news/published-articles/mg-nw" ��http://www.education.gov.uk/news/published-articles/mg-nw�





Bullying accounts for up to 44% of child suicides (13/06/10)


A review of ONS data by Beatbullying shows that from 2000-08 the ONS recorded 176 suicides of 10-14 year-olds.  Of 59 cases covered by national media, 26 were connected to bullying (44%).  The research was independently verified by Dr Benjamin Richardson at Warwick University.





Despite the lack of information surrounding the remaining suicides, Beatbullying asserts the true number of suicides committed by young people aged 10-14 because they were being bullied is far larger, and could be as many as 78 in the 9 year period.





The ONS recorded an additional 1,769 suicides of 15-19 year olds between 2000 and 2008.  As a result, the total number of adolescent suicides directly related to bullying could reach into the hundreds.





The data revealed  65% of bullying related suicides committed by girls.  73% of suicides were committed by hanging, whilst 6 cases involved an overdose of pills.





In its report, Beatbullying notes that every child suicide case related to bullying cited school as the main place of persecution. Of these, four cases also named cyber bullying – where bullying takes place online, by email and on social networking sites – as a factor leading to the child taking their own life.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.beatbullying.org/dox/media-centre/press-releases/June%202010/bullying-accounts-44percent-suicides.html" ��http://www.beatbullying.org/dox/media-centre/press-releases/June%202010/bullying-accounts-44percent-suicides.html�








Autism Education Trust launches new website for young people with autism (09/06/10)


A new website for teenagers with autism called The Den has been launched by the Autism Education Trust (AET), England’s only umbrella organisation for autism education.  





The Den is a hub of information, advice, personal stories, films and games designed specifically for teenagers and young adults on the autism spectrum and their siblings and friends. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.autism.org.uk/news-and-events/news-from-the-nas/aet-launches-new-website-for-young-people-with-autism.aspx" ��http://www.autism.org.uk/news-and-events/news-from-the-nas/aet-launches-new-website-for-young-people-with-autism.aspx�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/theden" ��http://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/theden�





Monitoring under-age gambling in adult gaming centres (15/06/10)


The Gambling Commission undertakes a testing programme, the purpose of which is: 


to examine the operation of the controls in place to prevent under-age gambling 


to encourage sector and industry wide improvement through such measures as self testing and sharing of good practice





The latest testing in adult gaming centres show encouraging results, but indicate that there is still scope for further improvement. 


�The Commission will provide operators involved in this latest exercise with further details from individual test reports and meet to discuss the results. The Commission wishes to work with individual operators and the industry more widely to help their efforts to secure further improvements and monitor the effectiveness of their own controls. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/gh-media/latest_news/2010/monitoring_under-age_gambling.aspx" ��http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/gh-media/latest_news/2010/monitoring_under-age_gambling.aspx�








Fairness and unfairness (15/06/10)


In this report by the Children’s Rights Director for England, 268 children and young people in boarding schools, children’s homes and other care and residential settings gave their views and experiences about fairness and unfairness. 





They defined fairness as everyone being treated equally unless there was a good reason for different treatment, having your rights, being listened to, having what you ought to have, only being punished for things you had actually done and only as much as you deserved, and getting along together without anyone being left out.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Care/Children-s-rights/Fairness-and-unfairness" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Care/Children-s-rights/Fairness-and-unfairness�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11216/132623/file/Fairness%20and%20unfairness.pdf" ��http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/11216/132623/file/Fairness%20and%20unfairness.pdf�





Autistic Children Are Facing A Future Of Needless Mental Health Problems - You Need To Know (15/06/10)


Research by the National Autistic Society has found a shocking lack of support for many children with autism who also have mental health problems. 71% of children with autism also have a mental health problem. 





It doesn’t have to be like this. Children with autism can have good mental health just as anyone else can, and the NAS has launched a new campaign aims to make this a reality. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.autism.org.uk/news-and-events/news-from-the-nas/nas-launches-you-need-to-know-campaign.aspx" ��http://www.autism.org.uk/news-and-events/news-from-the-nas/nas-launches-you-need-to-know-campaign.aspx�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.egovmonitor.com/node/37045" ��http://www.egovmonitor.com/node/37045�








Conferences

















Working Together to Safeguard Children: Developing Strategies for Children’s Trusts, LSCBs and Key Partners


13th July 2010	       London        � HYPERLINK "http://www.eventsforce.net/dods/1438/register" ��£175 - £225  





Following the Laming Progress Report, and with a continuing focus on child protection, the last government reissued Working Together to Safeguard Children. The revised version reflects developments in legislation, policy and practice. The document sets out how individuals and organisations should work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. 





This event will examine: 


new guidance from the DfE on child protection, LSCBs and SCRs


relationship between LAs, PCTs, Children’s Trust & LSCBs


training & development of frontline staff, including social workers, health visitors & the police


recruitment and training of LSCB chairs, & the relationship between the LSCB and the Serious Case Review process


recruitment and training of SCR chairs and authors


evaluation of, and learning the lessons from, SCRs


changes to the SCR process under the new government? The publication of SCRs


managing individual cases


child death review processes


embedding good practice in information sharing between local agencies


� HYPERLINK "http://www.westminster-briefing.com/?p=11705" ��http://www.westminster-briefing.com/?p=11705�














The Children’s Commissioner for England’s report on: Family perspectives on safeguarding and on relationships with children’s services (June 2010)


This research study is part of the commitment to disseminate the views and experiences of children and young people. The key messages echo and elaborate upon those from the research review:


The potential there is for a ‘stand off’ position between service users and professionals concerning problems, needs and services. Perceived failures of understanding by professionals and disagreement about their needs lay behind the family members’ perception of resistance. Yet similar feelings were common to both the families and the workers: both groups felt they would be pre-judged and both could feel defensive from the outset


The powerful and traumatic impact upon young people and adults, particularly at the start, of being involved with the child protection system. The fear of the consequences, the sense of suspicion and mistrust and the formality of the processes are clearly expressed


The barriers to using services, which the families and young people identified, underline many of the good practice issues addressed in the review. They pointed to fundamental issues of respect and experience of a double standard in behaviour which reinforced powerlessness and stigma. Good support would be undermined by frequent changes of social worker, with consequent changes of plan. Not all the barriers concerned quality of individual practice: frustration with not getting a service sufficiently early led to anger and difficulty for families as did the premature removal of support.





You, your child and alcohol (03/06/10)


The CMO for Wales has advised parents that children under 15 should not drink alcohol in new guidance on drinking among young people. Dr Tony Jewell will point to research that shows clear evidence that alcohol can harm the development of children.





The new guidance aims to help protect children and young people from the risks linked to alcohol consumption.





Research shows that 4 out of 10 Welsh 15-year-olds drink alcohol on a weekly basis and that 2 out of 10 15-year-olds report having been drunk for the first time at the age of 13 or younger.





The 3 principles are:


Children under 15 shouldn’t drink alcohol as there is evidence that it can harm the developing brain, bones and hormones;


Drinking at age 15 years and older can be hazardous to health. Binge drinking and heavy alcohol use puts young people at serious risk – from injuries, fights, regretted sexual activity and substance misuse; and,


If parents use alcohol responsibly, it is more likely their children will too. Parents and carers can protect children from misusing alcohol by maintaining a close relationship with their children, setting clear rules about alcohol and supervising their children’s drinking.


� HYPERLINK "http://new.wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2010/4172146/?lang=en&status=closed%2525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252" ��http://new.wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2010/4172146/?lang=en&status=closed%2525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252�


� HYPERLINK "http://wales.gov.uk/docs/phhs/publications/100602alcoholen.pdf" ��http://wales.gov.uk/docs/phhs/publications/100602alcoholen.pdf�








Health and Safety at Work: 2010 and Beyond


29th June 2010	London	£295


The Conservatives and Liberal Democrats agreed to amend the health and safety laws that ‘stand in the way of common sense policing’. While the PM has previously said “for every piece of health and safety legislation, we need to ask whether it fulfils a useful purpose – and if not, it must go”, what will the future hold for the wider health and safety world?





Lord Young of Graffham, who has been appointed as Adviser on health and safety law and practice, will speak at this event. He is to undertake a Whitehall-wide review of the operation of health and safety laws and the growth of the compensation culture.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.westminster-briefing.com/?p=14919" ��http://www.westminster-briefing.com/?p=14919�





Unexpected Death in Childhood and the Impact on Families and Professionals 


15th September 2010	   London       £125


This day will provide an opportunity for networking, sharing ideas and learning from each other. 


Who should attend?


Child Death Overview Panel Members 


Consultants, Doctors, Nurses, Health Visitors and other Healthcare Professionals working in hospitals and the community 


Police Family Liaison Officers 


Coroners and their Officers 


Social Workers 


Volunteers working with families bereaved by sudden death 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/training/course_details/1386" ��http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/training/course_details/1386�








PSHE: consultation on the draft guidance (17/06/10)


NICE is developing public health guidance on school, college and community-based personal, social, health and economic education, with particular reference to sex and relationships and alcohol. All registered stakeholders for the above public health guidance are invited to comment.





Points to consider in the consultation:


Points or areas not covered, but appear to fall within the scope of the guidance


Potential inconsistencies/disagreement with the Programme Development Group’s interpretation of the evidence


The practical value of the provisional recommendations.





Closing Date: 15th July 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=49239" ��http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=49239�





PSHE: additional consultation on the evidence (17/06/10)


NICE was asked by the Dt of Health (DH) to develop public health guidance on school, college and community-based PSHE, with particular reference to sex and relationships and alcohol. All registered stakeholders are now invited to comment on the cost effectiveness modelling reports and a qualitative evidence review that has been produced to inform the development of this guidance. 





The aim of this consultation is to enable stakeholders to consider the evidence gathered and to provide the opportunity to comment, in particular on:


issues relating to cost-effectiveness











Conferences (continued)














 [1]CSEC Personal Social and Health Education Continuing Professional Development opportunity (June 2010)


For the second year CSEC member organisations will have a unique opportunity to help their staff achieve a nationally accredited qualification in PSHE. Course fees are paid by CSEC and employers are asked to release participants to attend 5 days of intense training and pay the cost of travel and accommodation (where necessary). 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.csec.org.uk/news/WhatsNew.asp" ��http://www.csec.org.uk/news/WhatsNew.asp�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.csec.org.uk/news/info/pshe_cpd_invitation.pdf" ��http://www.csec.org.uk/news/info/pshe_cpd_invitation.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.csec.org.uk/news/info/pshe_cpd_flyer.pdf" ��http://www.csec.org.uk/news/info/pshe_cpd_flyer.pdf�





Review on poverty and life chances (05/06/10)


The PM has announced that Frank Field MP will lead an independent review on poverty in the UK and what the Government can do to improve the lives of the least advantaged people in our society. Mr Field will chair the Review on Poverty and Life Chances, which will report by the end of the year. 





The main aims of the Review are to:


examine the case for reforms to poverty measures, in particular for the inclusion of non-financial elements


generate a broader debate about the nature and extent of poverty in the UK


explore how a child’s home environment affects their chances of being ready to take full advantage of their schooling.


recommend potential action by government and other institutions to reduce poverty and enhance life chances for the least advantaged, consistent with the Government’s fiscal strategy.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2010/06/review-on-poverty-and-life-chances-51396" ��http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2010/06/review-on-poverty-and-life-chances-51396�








NHS trusts that provided care to Baby Peter have improved systems to ensure children are protected (09/06/10) 


In May 2009 the CQC published its review of the healthcare given to Peter by the 4 trusts. It found systemic failings and that more work needed to be done to ensure adequate systems were in place to safeguard children. It made 5 recommendations to address these shortfalls.





CQC says the trusts have made significant progress, but some trusts must: improve attendance at case conferences; improve collection and sharing of information between services; and continue to monitor paediatric staffing levels.





CQC carried out a follow-up review to assess whether its recommendations have been implemented. The regulator found that of the 5 recommendations, the trusts have ‘met’ 3 and ‘almost met’ 2. CQC said all trusts have demonstrated that the leadership and management of services is sufficient to drive the remaining improvements needed. It said the trusts should:


Monitor staff vacancies regularly to ensure a sufficient number of appropriately qualified paediatric staff are in place, in line with established guidelines.  


Implement a system to monitor and improve attendance of clinical staff at multi-agency case conferences. 


Continue to improve the quality of data collection and information sharing between health and social services teams.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=36303&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false" ��http://www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=36303&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cqc.org.uk/usingcareservices/healthcare/concernsabouthealthcare/babyp.cfm" ��http://www.cqc.org.uk/usingcareservices/healthcare/concernsabouthealthcare/babyp.cfm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/20100518_Final_Baby_P_Progress_Report_201006083850.pdf" ��http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/20100518_Final_Baby_P_Progress_Report_201006083850.pdf�
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