Safeguarding Children Information Update

Live Consultations – Updated 26th July 2010
Child Poverty Strategy for Wales and Delivery Plan (12/05/10)

This consultation seeks views on the Welsh Assembly Government’s new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales.

The Strategy sets out the vision for tackling child poverty in Wales and improving outcomes for children and parents living in low income families. The Delivery Plan sets out the policy action the Assembly Government will deliver to achieve this vision.

The Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010, which became law in February 2010, places a duty on Welsh Ministers to publish a strategy to reduce child poverty, and to keep this under review. This new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales and accompanying Delivery Plan fulfils this commitment for Welsh Ministers.

A number of consultation events will be held across Wales:

· 27th May 2010 
Cardiff

· 17th June 2010 
Wrexham

· 18th June 2010 
Talysarn

· 21st June 2010 
Merthyr Tydfil

· 30th June 2010 
Aberystwyth
· 2nd July 2010 
Merthyr Tydfil (Co-ordinators)
Closing date: 12th August 2010 

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/cpstrategy/?lang=en&status=closed
Open consultation on the draft updates to the BTS/SIGN British guideline on the management of asthma (25/06/10)

Draft revisions to the SIGN/BTS asthma guideline are now available via the SIGN website for consultation. The revisions include updates to the sections on monitoring asthma, pharmacological management and a new section on asthma in adolescents. 
Draft versions of guidelines which are currently under development or review are only available for download from the date of the National Meeting for a period of 4 
weeks. These are made available as part of the open consultation process and comments are invited from any reader.

Closing Date: 15th August 2010 

http://www.chimat.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=92469
http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/drafts/index.html
Alcohol dependence and harmful alcohol use (24/06/10)
A clinical practice guideline on Alcohol dependence and harmful alcohol use is being developed for use in the NHS in England, Wales and NI. Registered stakeholders are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via this website. 
Individuals and organisations not registered as stakeholders are not able to comment, we recommend that you register or you contact the registered stakeholder organisation that most closely represents your interests and pass your comments to them.
Closing Date: 19th August 2010

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG/Wave17/1/Consultation/Latest
Safeguarding children and young people from sexual exploitation (08/06/10)

This draft guidance is supplementary guidance to Working Together and should be read in conjunction with that.
The aim of this statutory guidance is to support the implementation of the All Wales Protocol: Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at risk of abuse through sexual exploitation (October 2008), issued in Part 5 of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures. Following consultation, it will replace Safeguarding Children Involved in Prostitution (DH, DfEE, National Assembly for Wales, 2000).

All Wales Protocol: Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at Risk of Abuse through Sexual Exploitation, issued in Part 5 of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (All Wales Protocol)

Closing Date: 31st August 2010 http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/exploitation/?lang=en
Revised enforcement document (June 2010)

This consultation looks at changes we have had to make to the enforcement policy to reflect our new enforcement powers. The CQC has revised its current enforcement policy because some of its enforcement powers are different to those anticipated the first policy was published in March 2009.

There are changes to Warning Notice arrangements, and ‘Compliance Actions’ and ‘Improvement Actions’ have been added to the possible regulatory responses.
The CQC basic approach and the principles it will follow when responding to failure to comply with the essential standards remains unchanged from the existing policy.

Closing Date: 31st August 2010 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/getinvolved/consultations/enforcementpolicy.cfm
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_revised_enforcement_policy_for_consultation.pdf
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_intro_&_questions_for_enforcement_consultation_201006085820.pdf
Child Minding and Day Care Regulations (14/06/10)

This consultation seeks views on proposed amendments to the existing regulations governing child care for children under 8.
The Children & Families (Wales) Measure received Privy Council approval on 10 February 2010. It provides an opportunity to use powers devolved under the Government of Wales Act 2006 to update existing child minding and day care legislation.
This will make the law in these important areas more accessible and easier to understand.
Part 2 (Regulation of Childminding and Day Care) of the Measure does not radically change current childcare registration and inspection arrangements. It provides, however, the opportunity to consolidate and improve existing childminding and day care regulations.

Closing Date: 6th September 2010 

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/education/childdaycare/?lang=en&status=open
The College of Social Work: Online Consultation Questionnaire (19/05/10)

This consultation exercise is to gather views on the College which will be an independent organisation, led and run by social workers. The exercise includes a series of online questionnaires and events.

This survey is primarily aimed at social workers, their managers and trainers. We will be running separate consultation activities for people who use social work services and their carers (ie family members of friends who provide informal care). Anyone can, however, complete this survey.

Your views on all existing proposals for The College are important, but we know that not everyone will want to want to respond in detail. Therefore you can opt out of the questionnaire after you have responded to the core questions, or you can continue with more detailed questions. It takes about 10 minutes to complete the core questions, and a further 10 to complete the detailed ones.

Use the online consultation to tell us: 

· What should The College do?

· Who should be able to join The College ?

· How should The College work with regulators trainers and unions?

· How should it work with people who use social work services and their carers?

· How should it be managed?

Closing date: 10th September 2010.

http://www.collegeofsocialwork.org/mediareleases/19052010.asp
http://www.collegeofsocialwork.org/consultation.asp
http://www.collegeofsocialwork.org/queschoicemay10.aspx
Consultation on the Health Social Care and Well-being Strategy Guidance 2010 and Children And Young People’s Plans Interim Guidance 2011-14 (21/07/10)
· Children And Young People’s Plans Interim Guidance 2011-14:
This guidance has been prepared under sections 25-28 of the Children Act 2004. This requires LAs and key partners to cooperate across the range of functions to improve well-being.  It also places LAs under a statutory duty to prepare and publish CYP Plans.
· Health Social Care and Well-being Strategy Guidance 2010:
This guidance has been prepared to help LAs and Local Health Boards meet their statutory duty under Section 40 of the National Health Service Wales Act 2006 to prepare a health, social care and well-being strategy for each local authority area.  

The Children and Young People’s Plans Interim Guidance should be read in conjunction with the Health Social Care and Well-being Strategy Guidance. Both documents should be considered when responding to the consultation.

Closing Date: 14th September 2010
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/policy/consultations/consultations/13717.html
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/cypinterimguidance/?lang=en&status=open
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/hscandwbstrategyandcypplan/?lang=en&status=open
Independent Review of the Office of the Children's Commissioner: Call for evidence (12/07/10)

The Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, has invited John Dunford to conduct an independent review of the office, role and functions of the Children's Commissioner for England.  The review is looking particularly at the powers, remit and functions of the Children's Commissioner, how this role relates to other functions supported by Government and value for money.  The review is being supported by a secretariat of DfE officials. 

Closing Date 4th October 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1726&external=no&menu=1
Call for Evidence on the data protection legislative framework (06/07/10)

This Call for Evidence seeks evidence about how the European Data Protection Directive 95/46/EC and the Data Protection Act 1998 are working, and their impact on individuals and organisations. The Government has issued a Call for Evidence on current data protection law to help inform the UK’s position on negotiations for a new EU data protection instrument, which are expected to start in early 2011.

At the same time as launching this Call for Evidence, the Government has published a provisional post implementation review impact assessment of the Data Protection Act 1998, on which we would also welcome comments. This impact assessment complements the Call for Evidence and publication of a full impact assessment is planned for the end of 2010.

Please note that the Call for Evidence is not a formal consultation, but an evidence gathering exercise.
Closing date: 6th October 2010

http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/call-for-evidence-060710.htm
Is there enough support for vulnerable young people undertaking work based learning? Have your say (23/07/10)

The National Assembly for Wales’s Petitions Committee has launched an inquiry into the experiences of vulnerable young people in work-based learning and is calling for evidence from interested parties. 

Specific issues of interest include:

· availability and quality of work based placements

· disparities between different training allowances and grants

· impact on benefits

· availability of funding for travel

· availability of pastoral support

· progression between training programmes

· quality of training opportunities 

http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=192569&ds=7/2010
Family justice: your views on its future (30/06/10)

The Family Justice Review Panel has launched a ‘Call for Evidence’ so that anyone with an interest in the family justice system can contribute their views on how it can work better in the future. This is part of a fundamental review of the system announced by the Government in the coalition agreement. 

The Review will be comprehensive in scope including looking at how to improve use of mediation and provide better access rights to non-resident parents and grandparents. The ‘Call for Evidence’ is seeking views on key areas of the family justice system including how to have a more user-friendly and child-focused system; the best methods of resolving family disputes, using alternatives to legal process, and how the system is governed, managed, and funded.

Questions the Panel is seeking views on include: 

· How can the justice system focus more on helping family members to reach agreement rather than pitting them against each other? 

· How best can the courts working with other agencies support children involved in the care system? 

· How best can the system provide greater contact rights to non-resident parents and grandparents?

The evidence will be carefully considered and used to inform the Review’s recommendations on how to improve the system. 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease300610b.htm
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