Safeguarding Children Information and News Update

Live Consultations – Updated 18th June 2010
Accommodated Children Visiting Arrangements – Draft Regulations and Statutory Guidance (26/03/10)

This consultation seeks views on new regulations and guidance to strengthen arrangements for children placed in long term residential placements.

The draft regulations and guidance set out the duty on the LA once notified to visit these children and ensure their welfare is safeguarded.  This includes setting out when and how such visits should take place, the functions of the visitor and the support to be provided to promote contact between the child and their family.

Closing Date: 19th June 2010

http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/accomodatedchildren/?lang=en
Omalizumab for the treatment of severe persistent allergic asthma in children aged 6 to 11 years

The DH has asked NICE to produce guidance on using omalizumab in the NHS in E & W. The Appraisal Committee has considered the evidence submitted by the manufacturer and the views of non-manufacturer consultees and commentators, and clinical specialists and patient experts.

This document has been prepared for consultation with the consultees. It summarises the evidence and views considered, and sets out the draft recommendations made by the Committee. NICE invites comments from the consultees and commentators for this appraisal and the public. This document should be read along with the evidence base.

The Appraisal Committee is interested in receiving comments on the following:

· Has all of the relevant evidence been taken into account?

· Are the summaries of clinical and cost effectiveness reasonable interpretations of the evidence?

· Are the provisional recommendations sound and a suitable basis for guidance to the NHS?

· Are there any aspects of the recommendations that need particular consideration to ensure we avoid unlawful discrimination against any group of people on the grounds of gender, race, disability, age, sexual orientation, religion or belief?

Closing Date: 22nd June 2010

http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA/Wave22/9/Consultation/Latest
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA/Wave22/9/Consultation/DraftGuidance
Childminding Quality Improvement Networks - Draft Guidance (01/04/10)
This consultation seeks views on proposed guidance to help local authorities establish quality improvement networks and support and develop childminders and childminding in their areas.

Closing Date: 24th June 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1720&external=no&menu=1
Review into ending the detention of children for immigration purposes (11/06/10)
The government is carrying out a review into ending detention of children in the UK for immigration purposes and is seeking views on the issues listed in the terms of reference. 
It is also working with a number of partner organisations, which will be submitting their views and sharing any relevant evidence or research on alternatives to detention in the UK and other parts of the world.

Closing Date: 1st July 2010
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/26-end-child-detention/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/26-end-child-detention/terms-of-reference.pdf?view=Binary
Assessment and Intervention Strategy evidence gathering questionnaire (01/06/10)
As part of the YJB’s current work to consult on the needs and requirements of a revised Assessment and Intervention Strategy, it is has launched an evidence gathering questionnaire in order to understand the critically important views of those who use the assessment and intervention framework in their everyday work with young people. 

Closing Date: 1st July 2010 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/W8FTKGT
http://www.yjb.gov.uk/en-gb/practitioners/Assessment/Assessmentandinterventionstrategy/
Consultation on the draft tobacco control regulations for Wales under the Health Act 2009 (12/04/10)
This consultation relates to the display of tobacco products at the point of sale and the prohibition of tobacco vending machines.

The Health Act 2009 included specific tobacco control measures in relation to display of tobacco products at the point of sale and vending machines. The primary focus of these provisions is protecting children and young people.

Research shows that displays of tobacco products promote its use, encourages young people to try smoking and undermines efforts to quit smoking by prompting impulse buys. 
The policy aim is to:

· Remove the display and promotion of tobacco products to discourage young people from taking up smoking and to create a supportive environment for people who want to stop smoking, while minimising bureaucracy for retailers.

Sales of tobacco products from vending machines represent only 1% of the overall tobacco market. A disproportionate amount of sales to under 18 year olds are from vending machines. The policy aim is to:

· Prohibit sales of tobacco products from tobacco vending machines in Wales, to restrict access to and discourage the use of tobacco products by young people.

Closing Date: 6th July 2010

http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/policy/consultations/consultations/13236.html
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/tobacco/?lang=en&status=open
PSHE: consultation on the draft guidance (17/06/10)
NICE is developing public health guidance on school, college and community-based personal, social, health and economic education, with particular reference to sex and relationships and alcohol. All registered stakeholders for the above public health guidance are invited to comment.
Points to consider in the consultation:

· Points or areas not covered, but appear to fall within the scope of the guidance

· Potential inconsistencies/disagreement with the Programme Development Group’s interpretation of the evidence

· The practical value of the provisional recommendations.

Closing Date: 15th July 2010

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=49239
PSHE: additional consultation on the evidence (17/06/10)

NICE was asked by the Dt of Health (DH) to develop public health guidance on school, college and community-based PSHE, with particular reference to sex and relationships and alcohol. All registered stakeholders are now invited to comment on the cost effectiveness modelling reports and a qualitative evidence review that has been produced to inform the development of this guidance. 

The aim of this consultation is to enable stakeholders to consider the evidence gathered and to provide the opportunity to comment, in particular on:

· issues relating to cost-effectiveness

· major gaps in the evidence gathered, including papers in the published literature that we have not been able to identify

· queries around the interpretation of the evidence, both of single studies and the reviewed material as a whole

· the applicability of the evidence and its usefulness for the development of guidance

· issues relating to equality

Closing Date: 15th July 2010
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=49244
Child Poverty Strategy for Wales and Delivery Plan (12/05/10)

This consultation seeks views on the Welsh Assembly Government’s new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales.

The Strategy sets out the vision for tackling child poverty in Wales and improving outcomes for children and parents living in low income families. The Delivery Plan sets out the policy action the Assembly Government will deliver to achieve this vision.

The Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010, which became law in February 2010, places a duty on Welsh Ministers to publish a strategy to reduce child poverty, and to keep this under review. This new Child Poverty Strategy for Wales and accompanying Delivery Plan fulfils this commitment for Welsh Ministers.

A number of consultation events will be held across Wales:

· 27th May 2010 
Cardiff

· 17th June 2010 
Wrexham

· 18th June 2010 
Talysarn

· 21st June 2010 
Merthyr Tydfil

· 30th June 2010 
Aberystwyth
· 2nd July 2010 
Merthyr Tydfil (Co-ordinators)
Closing date for consultation: 12th August 2010 

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/cpstrategy/?lang=en&status=closed
Safeguarding children and young people from sexual exploitation (08/06/10)

This draft guidance is supplementary guidance to Working Together and should be read in conjunction with that.
The aim of this statutory guidance is to support the implementation of the All Wales Protocol: Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at risk of abuse through sexual exploitation (October 2008), issued in Part 5 of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures. Following consultation, it will replace Safeguarding Children Involved in Prostitution (DH, DfEE, National Assembly for Wales, 2000).

All Wales Protocol: Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children who are at Risk of Abuse through Sexual Exploitation, issued in Part 5 of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (All Wales Protocol)

Closing Date: 31st August 2010 http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/childrenandyoungpeople/exploitation/?lang=en
Revised enforcement document (June 2010)

This consultation looks at changes we have had to make to the enforcement policy to reflect our new enforcement powers. The CQC has revised its current enforcement policy because some of its enforcement powers are different to those anticipated the first policy was published in March 2009.

There are changes to Warning Notice arrangements, and ‘Compliance Actions’ and ‘Improvement Actions’ have been added to the possible regulatory responses.
The CQC basic approach and the principles it will follow when responding to failure to comply with the essential standards remains unchanged from the existing policy.

Closing Date: 31st August 2010 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/getinvolved/consultations/enforcementpolicy.cfm
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_revised_enforcement_policy_for_consultation.pdf
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/CQC_intro_&_questions_for_enforcement_consultation_201006085820.pdf
Child Minding and Day Care Regulations (14/06/10)

This consultation seeks views on proposed amendments to the existing regulations governing child care for children under 8.
The Children & Families (Wales) Measure received Privy Council approval on 10 February 2010. It provides an opportunity to use powers devolved under the Government of Wales Act 2006 to update existing child minding and day care legislation.
This will make the law in these important areas more accessible and easier to understand.
Part 2 (Regulation of Childminding and Day Care) of the Measure does not radically change current childcare registration and inspection arrangements. It provides, however, the opportunity to consolidate and improve existing childminding and day care regulations.

Closing Date: 6th September 2010 

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/education/childdaycare/?lang=en&status=open
The College of Social Work: Online Consultation Questionnaire (19/05/10)

This consultation exercise is to gather views on the College which will be an independent organisation, led and run by social workers. The exercise includes a series of online questionnaires and events.

This survey is primarily aimed at social workers, their managers and trainers. We will be running separate consultation activities for people who use social work services and their carers (ie family members of friends who provide informal care). Anyone can, however, complete this survey.

Your views on all existing proposals for The College are important, but we know that not everyone will want to want to respond in detail. Therefore you can opt out of the questionnaire after you have responded to the core questions, or you can continue with more detailed questions. It takes about 10 minutes to complete the core questions, and a further 10 to complete the detailed ones.

Use the online consultation to tell us: 

· What should The College do?

· Who should be able to join The College ?

· How should The College work with regulators trainers and unions?

· How should it work with people who use social work services and their carers?

· How should it be managed?

Closing date: 10th September 2010.

http://www.collegeofsocialwork.org/mediareleases/19052010.asp
http://www.collegeofsocialwork.org/consultation.asp
http://www.collegeofsocialwork.org/queschoicemay10.aspx
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